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Scope of work 

l  The purpose of this report is to highlight the severe health risks that are 
posed by dumpsites to tens of millions of people  

l  The main part of the report presents the scientific evidence for health risks 
from dumpsites, the impacts on workers, informal recyclers and nearby 
residents and the factors affecting the extent of those impacts.  

l  We want to remind all governments and local authorities, all international 
stakeholders that waste management is first and above all a public health 
issue 
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Dumpsites and environment 
 

Dumpsites Vs 
controlled disposal 
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Conceptual Framework 
 

Source: UNEP, Environmental Pollution and Impacts on 
Public Health: Implications of the Dandora Municipal 
Dumping Site in Nairobi, Kenya, Summary Report, 2007  



Key-findings: Great gains by sanitary landfills! 
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SOURCES OF EMISSIONS 
a. The wastes as they are brought onto site, normally in heavy vehicles, 
b. Emissions from transport and bulldozers, compactors etc. 
c. Waste blown by the wind as it is tipped or deposited at the dumpsite, 
d. Dust generated from the surface of the dumpsite and when waste is tipped 
or unloaded 
e. Historical waste that have been already disposed off, 
f. Any gas generated as the waste decomposes (if not collected and treated) 
g. Any leachate produced as the waste decomposes 
h. The discharges from any processes used to treat the leachate (if any at all). 



Key-findings: Hazardous waste dumpsites are 
worst than malaria! 
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Key-findings: E-waste poses new threats 
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Key-findings: Open burning is criminal 
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH ISSUES 
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ECONOMIC COSTS 
 



12 

AN ISSUE OF INEQUALITY 
 



Key-findings: An assessment of the dumpsites 
cost in Brazil! 

13 

METHODOLOGY 

a. ABRELPE PANORAMA data as basis for calculations   

b. Assessment of environmental cost through externalities 
c. Assessment of health cost through benefits’ losses 

d. Scientific evidence in key-documents of EU Commission, OECD reports etc.  
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Useful comparisons 

l  1.5  $ million / day 

l  3.5 - 5 $ billions in the next five years 
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Who and how pays this cost? 

l  Healthcare cost 

l  Cost for water purification 

l  Cost of soil degradation 

l  Cost of fires due to dumpsites 

l  Cost transferred to their closure and rehabilitation 

l  Cost of environmental degradation transferred to next generations 
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CONCLUSIONS - 1 

Close the dumpsites 
 
National Campaign 
 
Develop local road maps and transit 
solutions 
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CONCLUSIONS - 2 

Review of the legal, institutional and 
financial  framework for advanced treatment 
schemes 
 
Support measures for market development 
 
Step by step guides for SW treatment plans 
 
Decision-making seminar for MPs 


